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Central Question: What conditions give rise to totalitarian leaders?
In this essay, you will answer the above question, using evidence from your notes, textbook, and any other sources that you have used in this history class.
What conditions / evidence are you going to write about? List them here: 

	1.

	2.

	3.



THIS IS THE SUGGESTED* STRUCTURE FOR YOUR 5 PARAGRAPH ESSAY:


BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Write at least 4 sentences about the rise of totalitarian leaders as background information for your audience.  You will want to include the following details: (DO NOT just answer these questions!!  Your paragraph should flow smoothly.)

· What is totalitarianism and what does it look like?
· A quick summary of what was happening in post-WWI Germany, Russia, or Italy. (THIS IS NOT A REPORT-just a couple of sentences)
· THESIS STATEMENT:  Your last sentence in this paragraph will be your thesis statement.  You will answer the central question in this thesis statement and introduce the topics of your three body paragraphs.  

Hook:
	

	

	

	

	


Context:
	

	

	

	

	


Thesis Statement:
	

	

	

	

	

	


Body Paragraph 1:   CONDITION 1:  ________________________________________ (Choose from Page 1)

A TOPIC SENTENCE / Claim:  This sentence should introduce the topic or condition that you are going to cover and explain how this condition led to the rise of totalitarian leaders (i.e. defend the thesis). 
Write topic sentence / claim here:  
	

	

	

	

	


EVIDENCE AND COMMENTS TO SUPPORT TOPIC SENTENCE / CLAIM: These sentences should give more details and evidence to support your topic sentence.  You will be explaining the topic and drawing from information that you have learned in class, textbook, and outside source.  Make sure to include at least 1 piece of evidence from Germany and 1 piece from Russia or Italy.
Write evidence sentences here:
What is one specific piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


What is another piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


TIE-BACKS or THE “SO WHAT?” CONCLUDING STATEMENT: This is your concluding sentence or sentences that tie your whole paragraph together to the central question.  Here, you are explaining the significance of the condition that you have chosen and it really lead to the rise of a totalitarian leader?
	

	

	



Body Paragraph 2:   CONDITION 2: __________________________________________(Choose from Page 1)

A TOPIC SENTENCE / Claim:  This sentence should introduce the topic or condition that you are going to cover and explain how this condition led to the rise of totalitarian leaders (i.e. defend the thesis). 
Write topic sentence / claim here:  
	

	

	

	

	


EVIDENCE AND COMMENTS TO SUPPORT TOPIC SENTENCE / CLAIM: These sentences should give more details and evidence to support your topic sentence.  You will be explaining the topic and drawing from information that you have learned in class, textbook, and outside source.  Make sure to include at least 1 piece of evidence from Germany and 1 piece from Russia or Italy.
Write evidence sentences here:
What is one specific piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


What is another piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


TIE-BACKS or THE “SO WHAT?” CONCLUDING STATEMENT: This is your concluding sentence or sentences that tie your whole paragraph together to the central question.  Here, you are explaining the significance of the condition that you have chosen and it really lead to the rise of a totalitarian leader?
	

	

	

	


Body Paragraph 3:   CONDITION 3:   _________________________________________(Choose from Page 1)

A TOPIC SENTENCE / Claim:  This sentence should introduce the topic or condition that you are going to cover and explain how this condition led to the rise of totalitarian leaders (i.e. defend the thesis). 
Write topic sentence / claim here:  
	

	

	

	

	


EVIDENCE AND COMMENTS TO SUPPORT TOPIC SENTENCE / CLAIM: These sentences should give more details and evidence to support your topic sentence.  You will be explaining the topic and drawing from information that you have learned in class, textbook, and outside source.  Make sure to include at least 1 piece of evidence from Germany and 1 piece from Russia or Italy.
Write evidence sentences here:
What is one specific piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


What is another piece of evidence that helps support your claim made in the topic sentence?
	

	

	


How does this help support your claim? (In other words, why does this matter?)
	

	

	

	

	


TIE-BACKS or THE “SO WHAT?” CONCLUDING STATEMENT: This is your concluding sentence or sentences that tie your whole paragraph together to the central question.  Here, you are explaining the significance of the condition that you have chosen and it really lead to the rise of a totalitarian leader?
	

	

	

	


Concluding Paragraph:  (2-4  sentences) In this paragraph, you will restate the main ideas from your introductory paragraph in a fresh way and summarize the key information that you want your audience to understand.  You can also tell us why this essay or topic of your essay matters—a final SO WHAT to your essay.  To make your essay more advanced, offer a potential counter-argument and refute it.

Write your rough draft of your concluding paragraph here:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



