Structured Academic Controversy: Totalitarian Leaders
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DOCUMENT A
)Mussolini – Conditions in the Country
Italy had suffered badly during World War I – 460,000 soldiers were killed and the country was heavily in debt.  The Italian army had been heavily defeated and had only won its first major victory at Vittorio Veneto in October 1918.
· Italy had been promised extra land by Britain and France during the war, but when the war ended it was not handed over.  This made it look as if the Italian Government had been ignored.
· The governments after the war were weak.  They were coalitions (made up of more than one part) and were not able to make decisions.
· There was rising unemployment and this led to unrest in many cities and many people began to support the Communists.
The Rise of Fascism in Italy	
While Stalin was consolidating his power in the Soviet Union, Benito Mussolini was establishing a totalitarian regime in Italy.  In 1919, Mussolini had begun his rise to power by advertising for war veterans to fight the politicians, who, in Mussolini’s view, were destroying Italy.  This mobilization was the beginning of fascism, a new political movement that consisted of a strong central government headed by a powerful dictator.  Fascism was rooted in nationalism that had reshaped Europe over the past century.  Mussolini dreamed of making Italy a great power in the world.
Unlike Stalin’s Communist regime, Mussolini’s Fascist state did not attempt to control farms and factories.  In fact, many discontented veterans, jobless youth, and businesspeople greatly feared the spread of communism to Italy.  These people became firm supporters of Mussolini.  In 1921, Mussolini established the Fascist Party, which then won 35 seats in the Italian parliament.  A year later, after Mussolini staged a march on Rome with thousands of his black-shirted followers, the Italian king allowed him to form a new government.
Calling himself Il Duce, or “the chief,” Mussolini gradually extended Fascist control to every aspect of Italian life.  Tourists marveled that Il Duce had even “made the trains run on time.” Mussolini achieved this efficiency, however, by crushing all opposition and by making Italy a totalitarian state.
1. How is fascism different from communism?


2. How did WWI contribute to Mussolini’s rise to power?



 (
DOCUMENT B
)Benito Mussolini—Early Childhood and Personality
Mussolini’s first name (after the Mexican revolutionary Benito Juarez) was probably the first omen of his lifetime.  His birthplace was his second.  He was born in 1883 in Romagna, Italy’s most radical and turbulent region, cradle of the anarchist movement and “hot bed of ultra-radicalism in South-Eastern Europe” (2).
As a schoolchild, Mussolini was hardly an exemplar student.  In the words of his teacher, “His character is passionate and unruly; and he cannot adapt himself to the life of the school, where, he is convinced he has been sent as a punishment.  He wishes to leave at once in order to show that in order to live he must see, feel, and know life.  He places himself in opposition to every rule and discipline of the school.  Nothing satisfies him; in the midst of so many people he feels more sad and more alone…one personal motive guides him, and that is the principal streak in his character; he wishes to requite every injury inflicted by an older schoolmate.  He cannot support an injury; he wants revenge…” (4).
Mussolini went to school with the Salesian Fathers in Faenza when he was nine years old.  He was never a good student: he had the habit of cursing against his parents, against the school and against all his fellow pupils, who generally came from wealthier families than his.  Those years shaped him in his anger against upper classes.  He was a solitary and introverted child who did not strike up any significant friendship with other students, in fact he managed to make himself many enemies among them on account of his violent and vengeful behavior.  Once he was nearly expelled because he almost broke one of his companions’ head with a stone, but his mother managed to keep him in as a boarder.  It was only later, at the Royal Normal School in Forlimpopoli that Benito Mussolini started a near-to normal career as a student.  He achieved good results, was praised as a good pupil, and even managed to get through some demanding readings for a boy his age. 
In the Mussolini family, his father Alessandro, arrested several times for sedition, violence and revolutionary activities, was a character a world apart from his mother Rosa Maltoni, who was a law-abiding, God fearing schoolteacher, deeply in love with her three children, always trying to raise them in a morally sound way, and always trying to extract the best out of young Benito’s unruly personality.  Later in his life, Mussolini recalls his mother’s figure with great pain and sadness, and admits that her death marked on of the worst times in his early life.
While his mother Rosa provided the more socially acceptable qualities to Mussolini’s character, his father Alessandro spent some time in jail while his son Benito was still trying to get some education in boarding school.  He used to incite Benito to requite (retaliate for) all abuses and mistreatments he thought he had received in school, which he saw as the first occasions to educate his son to the never-ending “class struggle.”  Socialism was therefore an integral part of the young Benito Mussolini’s family legacy.
3. What was Mussolini’s upbringing like?  How did it impact his leadership style?
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DOCUMENT C
)Russia after WWI
World War I turned into a disaster for both the Russian people and the Czarist regime. Russian industry lacked the capacity to arm, equip, and supply the 15 million men who were sent into the war.  Factories were few and insufficiently productive, and the railroad network was inadequate.  Repeated mobilizations, moreover, disrupted industrial and agricultural production.  The food supply decreased, and the transportation system became disorganized.  In the trenches, the soldiers went hungry and frequently lacked shoes, munitions, and even weapons. Russian casualties were greater than those sustained by any army in any previous war. Behind the front, goods became scarce, prices skyrocketed, and by 1917 famine threatened the larger cities. Discontent became rife, and the morale of the army suffered, finally to be undermined by a succession of military defeats. 
As the war dragged on, Russia’s cities experienced increasing inflation, food shortages, bread lines, and general misery. The growing breakdown of supply, made worse by the almost complete isolation of Russia from its prewar markets, was felt especially in the major cities, which were flooded with refugees from the front. 
 (
4. 
What was the state of Russia after WWI?  
5. How does this document describe the daily life for the citizens of Russia after WWI?  
)
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DOCUMENT D
)The Purge of the Red Army, 1937-38 

	Political Officials and Officers 
	Original Number 
	Executed 

	Members of Supreme Military Soviet 
	80 
	75 

	Vice-Commissars of Defense 
	11 
	11 

	Army Commissars 
	17 
	17 

	Corps Commissars 
	28 
	25 

	Bridgade Commissars 
	36 
	34 

	Military Officers 
	
	

	Marshalls 
	5 
	3 

	Army Commanders 
	16 
	14 

	Corps Commanders 
	67 
	60 

	Division Commanders 
	199 
	136 

	Bridgade Commanders 
	397 
	221 

	Note: Precise figures were never produced. These figures are based on a Soviet estimate made many years later, after Stalin's death. 
	
	




6. What information does this document reveal about Stalin’s purges?  How would you describe him based on his actions?
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