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	What students can expect from this course:


Welcome to Ms. Coffee’s World Studies II class!  We will pick up where you left off in World Studies I, as we continue to understand why societies and countries interact the way that they do.  We will also continue to work on gaining an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues and examine how the past shapes our identities as individuals and as citizens of a nation.  Finally, you will learn the essential skills of a historian: reading, writing, researching, questioning and analyzing.   All major units of study are tied to the California state content and skill standards.
Year-long question: Has the course of world history moved societies toward justice?
	Major Units of Study 
	Unit Questions

	SEMESTER ONE

	1. World Geography and Imperialism Review
	How does geography affect relationships between countries?
Students will review geography and geographic terms. Students will learn motives for imperialism and discuss the impact of imperialism on colonizers and the colonized around the world.  

	2. World War I
	Who or what is most at fault for the great war?
Students will study the causes and course of WWI and how it was similar and distinct from previous wars.  We will also examine the effect of the war and the various treaties that followed.

	3. Revolutions
	Why do people call for change? How does the Russian Revolution compare to other revolutions?
Students will study the main components of revolutionary movements.  We will also study the relationship between the benefits and the effects of revolutions.  

	4. The Rise of Totalitarianism
	What conditions lead to the rise of totalitarian leaders?
Students will explore the events leading to the rise of totalitarian leaders, specifically in Russia, Italy and the Soviet Union.  We will also analyze the connections between types of political and economic policies in various countries.

	SEMESTER TWO

	5. The Holocaust
	Who is to blame for the Holocaust?  What causes man’s inhumanity to man?
Students will study how dictators create an atmosphere that allows atrocities or genocide to be committed.  We will explore multiple perspectives to understand the factors that allowed the Holocaust to happen.

	6. World War II
	How do major world conflicts shape the way countries interact with each other?
Students will learn the reasons why WWII happened.  Students will explore nationalism, pride, the pursuit of victory, and vengeance as key players in how countries interact with each other.

	7. Post WWII and the Cold War
	Do political differences justify intervention in other countries?
Students will examine the divided world after WWII as well as the causes for the Cold War.  We will also learn about the international agencies which were established during this time.

	8. Modern Middle East
	Who deserves the right to control the Middle East? How should it be divided?
Students will learn the recent history of the Middle East and well as the current challenges of this region.  We will discuss the process and difficulties of nation-building and the impact of individuals that desire change.


Grading:  Please see the EPHS “Student and Parent Handbook” for the school’s unified grading policy.  As in all sophomore classes, student grades are determined by the following formula:
· Mastery of Standard:  65% of overall grade (tests, exams, and major projects)
· Work to Support: 25 % of overall grade (generally class work/homework)
· Class Participation:  10% of overall grade (warm-ups, being prepared for class, participation in discussion)
	What is expected from the student:



Daily Expectations:
Come to class with your organized binder, plenty of notebook paper, a pen or pencil, your homework, and an open mind that is ready to learn.  I expect that you will complete all class and homework assignments, take comprehensive notes, and participate fully in all discussions and activities. You should expect to spend 30 minutes per night on World Studies II assignments.  

Binder Organization:
You are expected to maintain an organized binder with four sections exclusively for World Studies throughout the year.  The dividers should be labeled: classwork, homework, mastery, current events.  Your binder should also include binder paper.  We will have periodic binder checks which will count toward your participation grade.

Attendance/ Start of class:
We will strictly follow the EPHS attendance policy.  Get to class early so that I can check your homework at the door.  Be in your seat with materials out when class begins or you will be marked tardy and assigned Mentor MASH.  You should be seated and working on your warm up at the start of class.

Late Work and Revisions: 
Late homework automatically receives half credit.  Late mastery work is de-valued by 10% each day it is late.  In the case of an excused absence, you have one day to turn in any missed assignments for full credit.  Revisions are permitted only at designated office hours/reteaching sessions.  Makeup tests (in the case of an excused absence) are permitted within two weeks of the test date during office hours or lunch by appointment only.

Behavior Expectations: 
See the EPHS Handbook for norms and specific behavioral guidelines.  Essentially, I expect you to come to class to contribute to your own learning and the learning of others.  Cell phones or any other electronic devices are strictly prohibited from our classroom space.  If I see them, I will confiscate them.  I expect that you will understand, uphold, and model the six core characteristics of EPHS inside and outside of our classroom:

Curiosity	Compassion		Respect	   Responsibility	Integrity	Courage

Being successful means being proactive!
I expect you to check PowerSchool regularly in order to be aware of your status in each course.  I strongly encourage you to speak with me early and often with any questions/ concerns, and to let me know how things are going for you in the course.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns!
Ms. Coffee is available during office hours 
 Wednesday from 3:15-5:00 pm
Email: acoffee@everestphs.org
--Please return to Ms. Coffee--
I have read and understand the expectations of World Studies II.  Student Name:
	 
________________________________________	 (student signature)	

________________________________________	(parent/ guardian signature)
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