Differentiated Homework Assignments

Animal Farm, Chapters 5-6
1. TRACK THE CHANGES:  What changes on Animal Farm in these chapters?  Make a list of all the changes that you notice.  Create a graph or chart that traces the evolution of Animal Farm in these chapters.  Incorporate meaningful evidence from these chapters (and possibly from previous chapters) that helps illustrate the evolution of Animal Farm from its origins to its state at the end of chapter six.  With the graph, also write a paragraph explaining the most important developments on the farm.

2. PERSPECTIVE:  Explain the windmill controversy from Snowball’s point-of-view.  Write in Snowball’s point-of-view, first person (or pig, as the case may be).  Then, explain the same controversy from Napoleon’s point-of-view.  After writing these two creative accounts of the windmill controversy, explain why you have created them as you have.  Summarize the key differences between Snowball’s and Napoleon’s perspectives on the issue.

3. PROPAGANDA:  Squealer, who we barely noticed in the first few chapters, has now become an important player on the farm.  What is Squealer’s role, and how does he accomplish it?  What is Orwell’s tone towards Squealer.  To illustrate your ideas about this character, draw a big picture of Squealer the pig (that does look like him), and inside the pig, write evidence and analysis that explains his role on the farm.  On the outside, write evidence and analysis that reveals Orwell’s tone towards Squealer.  You may include dogs in your visual if you explain them, and if that explanation helps explain your ideas.
4. DEBATE:  Write or videotape a debate.  The issue of the debate is this:  “Had Snowball thrown Napoleon off the farm, he would have made a better leader.”  You will need to argue both sides, using evidence from the text.  The written debate should be about three typed pages long.  The videotape will need to be created off of a script of about that length.

