Differentiated Homework Tasks

Animal Farm, Chs. 7-8

1. IRONY:  Trace the narrator’s increasing use of irony in these chapters.  Make a chart.  Place examples of irony in the left column (copy them directly from the text), then place the type of irony (dramatic, situational, verbal, or cosmic) in the center column, then explain the use of the irony in the right-hand column.  The explanation should be specific and clear, showing an understanding of Orwell’s purpose in Animal Farm.

2. POWER:  How does Napoleon maintain power under increasingly difficult circumstances in these chapters?  Explore this question by creating a series of thematic note cards.  On one note card, place one method Napoleon uses for maintaining his power (X).  Then, collect quotations that help reveal Napoleon keeping his power through (X).  Put one quotation on each notecard (there should be multiple quotation notecards for each method Napoleon uses for maintaining his power).  On the back of these quotation notecards, place an explanation of how that quotation shows Napoleon maintaining power through (X).  Make at least three strings of these notecards (X), (Y), and (Z).

3. TRUTH IN ADVERTISING:  Find a bunch of advertisements (at least three) that include facts/figures/statistics to persuade the target audience to buy a product.  Print them and bring them in.  Also, look at Squealer’s use of facts and figures—even invented ones—that are used to persuade the animals to do whatever Napoleon and his regime wants them to do.  For each advertisement that you bring in, explain how the advertiser is using “facts” to persuade.  You may cite terms like ethos, pathos, and logos.  Look at Squealer’s statements and analyze them in-depth, explaining how Squealer persuades the animals.  You will need to write these responses in building block paragraphs.
4. COMPARE-CONTRAST:  Beasts of England became a song that rallied the animals to the revolutionary cause.  The song was banned by Napoleon, who instead allowed Minimus to write and “publish” Comrade Napoleon.  First, compare and contrast these two songs in one or two analytical paragraphs.  Consider content and structure.  Then, create a song of your own that parodies a well-known national anthem.  You will need to bring in the original national anthem (translate it into English if it is not already in English) as well as your parody.  Use Comrade Napoleon as a model.

5. TONE:  How does Orwell feel about Animal Farm at the end of chapter 8?  How do you know?  Create a powerpoint presentation in which you explain Orwell’s tone using evidence from throughout chapters 7 and 8.  You will present this presentation to the class.  The presentation should be less than 5 minutes, not including a question-and-answer session afterwards.  To receive credit, the presentation must be sent to Mr. Carter’s email address before class so it can be loaded without hassle.

6. THE PERSUADERS:  Watch the remainder of the Frontline special “The Persuaders” and write a comparison-contrast paper (or create a mobile or chart) in which you clearly reveal links between the show and the techniques used by Napoleon’s regime to control the animals.  Use evidence from both sources, and write clear, specific commentary on that evidence.
