Differentiated Homework Tasks for Chs. 1-2 in Animal Farm

Complete one of the following homework assignments.  It is due next class.
1. SETTING and FORESHADOWING:  Draw a rendition of the scene in which the animals come to see Old Major speak.  Pay particularly careful attention to where each animal is in relation to other animals.  Label the animals.  This drawing must be neat and attractive.  Then, write one paragraph explaining why you think Orwell had the animals arrange themselves as they do.

2. PERSUASION and SPEECHWRITING:  Carefully read and annotate Old Major’s speech.  What arguments does Old Major use to persuade the animals to revolution?  After analyzing Old Major’s arguments, write a speech of your own in which you use the same ideas as Old Major to persuade your peers of something in which you believe (could be something at school or otherwise).

3. RESEARCH and HISTORY:  Research the history of the Russian Revolution.  Without using online notes sources, try to pair leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution (particularly Marx, Trotsky, Czar Nicholas II, and Stalin) with animals depicted on Animal Farm.  Make either a chart or a simple series of building block paragraphs to show the connections among the elements of the Russian Revolution and the animals on the farm.  Cite your sources (you may also certainly talk to your history teacher!).

4. THE COMMANDMENTS:  After the humans are driven from Animal Farm, the pigs declare The Seven Commandments.  Read these commandments; they form the basis of the farm.  Write:  why do the animals declare such commandments? (one paragraph)  What is foreshadowed in the last paragraph of the second chapter?  (one paragraph)  What role do you predict these commandments will play in the book and why?  (one paragraph)  [hint:  consider Old Major’s speech]
5. CHARACTERIZATION:  Compare and contrast the different animals on the farm.  Orwell already is giving us great insight into each of the animals.  You may choose to draw each of the animals and write brief explanations of their characterizations (you will want to use quotations) OR, you may choose to simply write a short paragraph for each animal explaining his/her characterization.  In both cases, you will need to use evidence.  One option is drawn with less writing (but the writing must still be clear and evidenced) and the option is all written (and must be a bit more in-depth).

